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Peculiar Properties of the Human Mind 


BY JOHN J. O'NEILL 
Science Editor of the New York Herald-Tribune 


[Continued from last month] 


I dropped in one day at a Gypsy Tea Shop, to see what 
kind of tea-leaf readers were operating in these establish- 
ments. I found myself the only man in a room crowded 
with about fifty women who had lots of things to talk 
about; at least there was plenty of conversation. 

The first tea-leaf reader who came to my table was an 
astrologer and numerologist. Her reading was largely hit 
or miss and not at all significant. I ordered another cup 
of tea and more cinnamon toast. The next reader identified 
herself as “Juanita.” She started off like a house afire. She 
said: 

“You are going on a trip very soon. You are going to 
C—Cleveland, Chicago, Cincinnati. You are going to meet 
a great many learned men. You are going to give informa- 
tion, too; you are going to spread it broadcast. You area 
writer. You don’t write for the movies, or magazines. You 
write for the newspapers, but you don’t write news, you 
write about science. 

“You are writing or will write a book and it will not be 
about the things you have been working with. It will be in 
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a new field but don’t let that stop you. I see you writing 
with a pen that is fairly flying over the paper. The picture 
is bright, so bright it blinds me. The book is going to be a 
great success. 

“You know all about spiritualism, about psychics, but 
you deny it and say you know nothing. You could write a 
great deal on that subject, but that is not what your book is 
going to be about. 

“You are interested in a young man who is lame. Don’t 
worry about him. He is going to be all right physically and 
will be a success. 

“You are going to travel over the ocean probably next 
year—1936—and on the other side you are going to ad- 
dress large audiences. 

“You are going to dispose of some real estate. I see a 
document of some kind. It may be a deed to your home. 

“You have been hard-hit financially, but 1935 is going 
to be a good year for you, 1936 is going to be a better one 
and 1937 very much better. You are going to make a great 
deal of money, but that won’t mean as much to you as 
recognition of your work.” 

That last part about making a great deal of money I 
frankly disbelieve. I never have made money and I have 
no expectations of ever keeping more than two inches ahead 
of the sheriff. The rest of the message contained some 
statements which were true. 

I was planning on making a trip. Two days later I 
started for Cleveland where I attended the annual con- 
vention of the American Chemical Society. My purpose 
in going there was to get information as she said, and also 
to broadcast information. I was reporting the proceedings 
of the convention for my newspaper. She very clearly and 
definitely described my work, writing science for a news- 
paper. 

The statement about writing a book was very interesting 
to me. I was writing a book but I was the only one in the 
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whole world who knew this. Even my wife did not know 
about the project. It was in a new field to me. It began as 
a committee-inquiry into the causes of juvenile delinquency 
and it led into an inquiry into the causes of the disfunction- 
ing of the economic system. Whether the book will be a 
success as she predicted is a matter of doubt. I have no 
assurance it will even be published. However, I appreciated 
the flattery. 


The statement about being interested in a young man 
who was lame was correct. The prediction that he would 
be all right physically was fulfilled in about two months. 

The ocean-trip may still materialize but I have serious 
doubts. The chances are definitely against it. Just two 
weeks ago a gentleman called me up and asked me to see 
him forthwith. He insisted on having a new organization 
formed in a field in which he was interested. The program 
called for a trip to England to deliver a series of addresses. 
I just could not fit such a project into my plans. Almost 
the same proposal was made to me about two years ago. 

All of the predictions made thus far could be tied to 
events of the past and therefore could be explained on the 
basis of telepathy. I knew I was going to Cleveland, had 
made all plans for the trip. I knew I was writing science 
and I knew I was writing a book. I expected the lame 
young man would eventually find the solution of his difficul- 
ties and have previously discussed a possibility of an ocean 
voyage. 

The remaining prediction was about the document dis- 
posing of my home. I have not disposed of my home, but 
a few weeks after the prediction was made I was called 
to my father’s home. He had been taken ill suddenly and 
death was expected any moment. I was informed that he 
had failed to make his will although he had recently dis- 
cussed it with my mother. I drew up the will. The princi- 
pal item that remained to be taken care of was the real 
estate, his home, which was disposed of in the document. 
I did not look forward to any such event, so this prediction 
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could hardly be explained by telepathy. It could be explained 
on the basis of pure chance. So could every other item men- 
tioned be explained individually on the basis of chance, of 
pure happenstance. But if we take the whole group of 
statements together as an associated series then it becomes 
extremely difficult to explain it in this way. 

She touched on eight subjects. She mentioned a trip and 
made the destination definite within three points and one of 
them was correct. All points were in the same direction, 
reasonably close to each other, and had the same initial 
letter. She correctly described the type of men I would 
meet and the nature of my activity. Thus within the first 
subject there was a series of items and a high degree of 
accuracy was attained throughout. 

She mentioned I was a writer. My appearance might 
have given her a clue. If she was guessing on this basis she 
might just as well have guessed that I was an artist, or a 
designer of ladies’ hats, or a clergyman (for which I have 
been mistaken on several occasions) or even an architect 
or a lecturer. But she said I was a writer. There are all 
kinds of writers, for the movies, radio, trade journals, 
magazine, books and newspaper. She picked out the right 
field, the newspaper. Newspapers are highly specialized, 
we have political reporters, ship-news reporters, rewrite 
men, aviation editors, art editors, music editors, dramatic 
critics, movie critics, to mention only a few. Yet she picked 
out my particular specialty, science. 

It would be a reasonable guess that a man whose business 
is writing would write a book. The most likely subject 
would be the one on which he specialized. Yet in my case 
I went into another field and she said so. That picture she 
described of the pen rushing over the paper could be taken 
as purely symbolic. I pound out on the typewriter practi- 
cally everything I write. Yet nearly all of this material for 
the book has been written in longhand, with pen and ink 
because the only time I find opportunity to work on that 
copy is at home and after the rest of the family has retired. 
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If I used my typewriter I would keep everyone in the house 
awake. In this subject there is also the series of coinci- 
dences and all of them correct. 

I will not go further with this case. I think I have given 
enough information, however, to show that the results of 
even so informal a test as this one can hardly be explained 
on the basis of chance. I suppose I should mention that 
the young woman and myself were complete strangers and 
that I made inquiries to ascertain if there were any points 
of contact among mutual friends or other means of obtain- 
ing information about me, and found none. Also, during 
such readings I give no leads and ask no questions. My 
only comment was at the conclusion—“Very well done, 
young lady.” 

The young lady is Juanita Rodriguez. 

I will tell you just one more story about my experiences. 
What I will tell you first will sound wild and incoherent. 
It won’t make any sense. But I think you will find when 
you hear the remainder of the story that it becomes much 
more logical. 

I dropped in at the studio of one of my subjects one eve- 
ning and said, “Tell me what you get about Anna.” 

The young woman relaxed and closed her eyes. In a few 
seconds she opened them and said: 

“Anna is nothing. There is absolutely nothing to her 
at all. She is zero. Yet I can tell you all about her. Anna 
is just a bundle of repressions. She is something you want 
to get rid of. She has no body and nobody likes her. 

“My arm hurts. My right arm. I can’t do anything 
with it. All the evil in the world is going down my arm. 

“Look at it. It’s a snake. It’s coiling right down around 
my arm. Take it away, please! It’s hurting me! It will 
kill me.” 

The young woman gave every indication of being terror- 
stricken by what she was seeing on her outstretched arm. 
I decided to take a hand in the situation, so I said in my 
most reassuring voice: 
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“Have no fear, Madam Elsie, that snake will not and 
cannot hurt you. You are going to conquer it. You are 
going to watch it go down your arm until its head reaches 
your hand. Then you will grab it and hold it tightly. As 
you do so it will disappear all but the head and I will take 
care of that for you. Open your hand. There is the head 
now. Grab it.” 

She closed her hand tightly and made the most unpleas- 
ant grimaces as she did so. 

“Open your hand now and watch me get rid of it. I want 
you to watch closely, Madam Elsie, and tell me just what 
happens. When I say three and touch the snake’s head 
it will completely dematerialize. One, two, three—snap— 
it’s gone!” 

“It is gone,” said Madam Elsie with very evident relief. 
“When you touched it, the head completely dematerialized. 
It went up in a flash of light and cloud of smoke and when 
it did all the evil forces that had gone into my arm went 
with it.” 

She sank back completely relaxed and apparently greatly 
relieved. 

That story does not make any sense until I tell you why 
I asked about “Anna”. Here is the story about “Anna”. 

A research group in Brooklyn of which I was a member 
included a hypnotist, W. L. Orton, who was of vast help in 
carrying out experiments. A young woman came into the 
group as a voluntary subject. I will call this young woman 
Lillian. She told us one evening that she was unhappy. 
She said she was cross and irritable at times when she did 
not wish to be so, that she unwittingly made remarks that 
caused annoyance and she withheld remarks that she wanted 
to make, that she failed to do things that she really would 
have liked to do and suffered from complexes, inhibitions 
and repressions. Lillian asked if we could do anything to 
help her change her attitudes and be herself. She told us to 


go ahead and do anything we wished. We did not promise 
to do anything. 
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The hypnotist and myself talked the case over at some 
length and we decided to make an experiment. We decided 
to create an extra personality for Lillian. She was hypno- 
tized as Lillian and while she was under control she was 
told that she, Lillian, would have no knowledge when she 
awakened of what had taken place during the hypnotic 
trance. She was then directed to yield up all of her inhibi- 
tion and repressions and these would be taken out of Lillian 
and assembled into a new personality which would be called 
“Anna”. The “Anna” personality was then addressed and 
told it would have an existence only to hold the inhibitions 
and repressions of Lillian and otherwise it would have no 
knowledge of the existence of Lillian and Lillian would 
have no knowledge of the existence of “Anna”. “Anna” 
was told it would have a habitation in Lillian’s right arm, 
but would have no control over the arm and would not be 
able to use it or communicate with any other part of her 
body or any phase of her personality. The Lillian person- 
ality was then addressed. It seemed to have no knowledge 
of the “Anna” personality, as far as replies to questions 
were concerned. When Lillian was awakened out of the 
hypnotic state she professed no knowledge of what had 
taken place. She was not told what had been said or that an 
experiment on her was under way. 

For a few weeks she reported that she felt better than 
ever before—so good, in fact, that she thought she was a 
little premature in saying that she had difficulties with in- 
hibitions, repressions, etc. A few weeks more went by and 
then one evening she told us she felt mortified over what 
she had done that afternoon. In the midst of a pleasant 
conversation she threw a cup of tea at a young woman for 
no reason that she could think of. 

Lillian was put into a hypnotic state and both the Lillian 
and “Anna” personalities were questioned separately as 
had been done a number of times before. The “Anna” 
personality, made up of repressions, inhibitions and dis- 
likes, was constantly becoming more self-assertive and 
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showed a thorough dislike of the Lillian personality. The 
“Anna” personality was again given repeated instructions 
that it was to be an entirely passive entity and not to take 
any part in Lillian’s life. The experiment was carried on 
for a while longer. 

One evening Lillian told us her difficulties were return- 
ing. She reported she had succeeded in getting rid of an 
unreasonable dislike for a certain young woman and they 
had become good friends. But, said Lillian, that day at 
lunch her right hand seemed to go entirely out of her con- 
trol and it slapped the other young woman’s face. A few 
days later she reported her right hand had again gone out 
of control and swept half the dishes off the table, spilling 
food and smashing the dishes. 

She was put in the hypnotic state and the “Anna’”-per- 
sonality was examined. It was very obstreperous, bragged 
about what it had done and generally ridiculed the principal 
personality, “Lillian”. 

It was decided to get rid of the extra personality, the 
“Anna’’-personality. This was done by merging the two 
personalities, or reversing the process by which the extra 
personality was created. The process by which the hypno- 
tist accomplished this was simple. Lillian was put in the 
hypnotic state and was told that in that state she would have 
a memory of the “Anna’”-personality to which she would be 
introduced. The “Anna’”-personality was brought out and 
informed it would no longer have a separate existence and 
would no longer be confined to Lillian’s arm, that it would 
not have any conflicts with the Lillian-personality but both 
would henceforth be one and the same, and that that one 
would be the normal Lillian. 

Lillian was told that she would carry over to the waking 
state only the recollection of her full normal personality but 
no memory of “Anna”. On being awakened Lillian said 
she felt much more confident of herself, and was sure the 
treatment she had received would eliminate her troubles. 
For several weeks after the merging operation, traces of the 
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“Anna’’-personality could be found in the hypnotic state of 
Lillian but they became more and more indistinct and finally 
the memory of this personality was completely wiped out. 

Lillian never knew that the experiment had been made. 
She believed that she received treatment just once and that 
the treatment had cured the uncontrolable right arm, 
which she believed she had developed of her own accord. 

Now with that much additional information we can hark 
back to what Madam Elsie said when I asked her to tell 
me something about “Anna”. Madam Elsie had no pos- 
sible way of learning anything about the Lillian-Anna ex- 
periment as that was a secret shared only by the hypnotist 
and myself. 

Probably in the whole history of the human race there is 
nothing that parallels the Lillian-Anna experiment. The 
situation was fantastic beyond all comprehension as far as 
the ordinary run of human affairs is concerned. 

If we were to ask a million people to respond with what- 
ever came to their mind when they heard the words “Tell 
me about ‘Anna’ ”, the chances are very much against any 
one of the million guessing anything that would suggest the 
real situation. Yet with all the chances against such an occur- 
rence on the basis of laws of chance alone, Madam Elsie 
correctly described “Anna”. She said, “Anna is nothing. 
She has no body—she is just a bundle of repressions.” 

There is no possible doubt, from my viewpoint, that 
Madam Elsie was receiving thoughts from my mind. She 
received a very clear impression of what was in my mind 
concerning “Anna”. But she then started to dramatize the 
right arm situation out of her own mental processes. That 
came as a surprise to me. The way I got rid of the snake 
was merely by using suggestion. The snake was purely a 
mental construction in her mind, so I merely reached in 
through the open door and caused her to get rid of the snake 
in the same way in which she created it. 

In the observations of the telepathic transfers I have 
described we have some indications of the type of operations 
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that take place in our minds and between our minds. What 
the nature of the phenomena is we do not know. But there 
need be no doubt in the mind of anyone that telepathy is a 
reality, that thought-transference takes place. 

Mention should be made of a beautiful piece of research 
work that is being carried on at Duke University by Dr. 
J. B. Rhine. He has been studying telepathy quantitatively, 
that is he has been making tests which permit of mathe- 
matical treatment of results. He has made more than 
100,000 tests on a group of college students and he finds 
that this group of average young men and women possess 
what he calls “extrasensory perception”, or ability to see 
or perceive without the aid of the known senses. 

He used a set of five cards carrying geometrical designs. 
In one series of tests he or his assistants viewed the cards 
one at a time and the subject called out his or her “guess” 
as to which card was being held. The results were quite 
startling. On the basis of chance alone the guesses should 
be right one time out of five. If the subject guessed five 
cards right out of the twenty-five in the pack they would be 
merely giving the same results as could be got out of a 
mindless machine. The results were far different. The 
averages were often more than ten right out of twenty- 
five and there were some runs in which the whole twenty- 
five were “guessed” right. The average scores of correct 
guesses were so high that chance was entirely eliminated. 

In these tests one person, the transmitter, knew the 
identity of the card being guessed by the received or per- 
cipient. In another series of tests no one knew the order of 
the cards in the pack. The percipients called the order of 
the cards and the pack was then examined. In these tests 
there was no possibility of telepathy. Yet the scores in 
these tests were immeasurably above chance. These results 
required that the percipient be able to see the cards without 
use of any of the known senses. Telepathy could not be 
used because no one knew the order of the cards. Pure 
clairvoyance was demonstrated. 
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The results of the tests were submitted to rigorous math- 
ematical treatment and it was ascertained that the proba- 
bility that-the results were not due to chance was of the 
order of 100,000,000,000 to 1. In other words there is 
certainty that there is in operation in our bodies, or minds, 
other than the senses that contribute to the conscious knowl- 
edge of our existence. 

Tests of telepathy have been made over a long period of 
years. The archives of the American and the British So- 
cieties for Psychical Research are particularly rich in data 
on the subject. We can accept as fully demonstrated the 
fact that extrasensory perception is possible, in other words 
that we have senses the existence of which we have hereto- 
fore had no knowledge. We have senses and we don’t 
know where the sense-organs are through which they 
operate. 

Now that we know we have these sense-organs what 
are we going to do about it? We can get emotional about 
it if we wish and work ourselves into a religious ecstacy 
in which many strange things become possible. The wo- 
men-folks can make the best showing in this direction. 

Most of the men present are associated with the en- 
gineering professions. Their approach to situations is 
somewhat different. They are inclined to be practical. 
What would an engineer do with the discovery that the 
human race has senses that it is not using? The moving 
picture business is built on two senses—sight and hearing, 
and originally before the days of the talking pictures on 
only one sense—sight. The telephone business is built on 
but one of our senses—hearing. The electric light busi- 
ness is built on one sense—sight. The radio business is 
built on one sense—hearing, and so is the publishing busi- 
ness—sight. 

All of these business enterprises have been established 
to provide opportunities for wider utilization of our senses, 
thereby contributing to the fuller enjoyment of life and 
furnishing greater opportunities for happiness. Consider 
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the possibilities involved in a new sense, telepathy, with its 
unlimited resources for usefulness. It may be multiple sense. 

What would the engineering and associated professions 
do with these new senses—if we learn how to bring them 
under control? 

It looks to me as if telepathy offers a means of develop- 
ing a communication system that makes our telephone- 
system seem like a rather crude kindergarten toy. Every- 
body does not possess the powers of telepathy now, and 
many of those who do possess it are not aware of the fact 
and are unable to separate telepathic impression from their 
normal sensory impressions. 

We do not know the mechanics of telepathy at the 
present time, but when we do learn their mechanism we 
will probably find that we can by the use of some sort of 
devices provide controls or increase the force of transmis- 
sion or increase the sensitivity of reception. Transmission 
of intelligence from human mind to human mind without 
the intervention of such crude devices as wires or radio- 
waves is a consummation worth striving for. 

Here are some startling facts that will interest the en- 
gineers—the transmission of telepathic or clairvoyant mes- 
sages or impressions takes place without dimunition in 
intensity due to distance; they are transmitted from one 
end of the earth to the other with the same ease that they 
are transmitted a mile or across a room. We have no 
quantitative data, in the form of instrument-readings on 
each case, but the many thousands of records of clair- 
voyant hallucinations do not reveal any lack of vividness or 
intensity in those which have spanned such distances as 
from Australia to the United States, compared with those 
which have spanned smaller distances. Nor is there any 
greater intensity in those which have spanned medium 
distances, say, of ten feet, compared to those which have 
spanned medium distances, say, of ten miles. 

In other words, here is a transmission of something 
which is not affected by the square law which states inten- 
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sity varies inversely as the square of the distance—the 
greater the distance travelled the more the intensity di- 
minishes. 

If radio-waves did not become attenuated in obedience to 
the square law, but travelled any terrestrial distance with- 
out loss as telepathic entities appear to do, then radio-broad- 
casts to the entire earth could be effectively transmitted and 
received with sending and receiving sets smaller than your 
thumb. When no transmission losses are involved and a 
sensitive receiver is available we need only the most infini- 
tesimally small amount of energy to send a telepathic or any 
other kind of message. The mere energy of thinking is ade- 
quate to project a thought around the world. Experiments 
made at Harvard and elsewhere demonstrate that the brain 
creates electrical waves and that thought processes control 
them. 

We have no accurately timed observations on the speed 
of thought transmission but the order of magnitude is the 
velocity of light with the probability that this is a minimum 
and that transmission takes place instantaneously. The evi- 
dence for this statement is based on hallucinations of dis- 
tant events in which the time of the hallucination and the 
event are definitely known. For example, a mother in New 
York sees a vision of her son killed in Australia. A letter 
arrives later giving the time and circumstances of his death 
and these correspond to what the woman saw and when she 
saw it. 

Sound-waves travel about a thousand feet a second, or a 
mile in five seconds. If the hallucination were transmitted 
with the same velocity as sound-waves it would take the hal- 
lucination more than 16 hours to travel from Australia to 
New York. Innumerable records show that the events and 
the distant hallucinations are frequently timed to the exact 
minute. If the speed were doubled or tripled as for sound- 
waves through water or solid substances, this velocity would 
still be entirely inadequate. 

The next highest speed of transmission is that of light 
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and radio waves, about 186,000 miles per second. At this 
velocity the ends of the earth would be spanned in less than 
one-tenth of a second. This is the order of velocity that is 
required to explain telepathic transmission. But light and 
radio-waves suffer great losses in travelling such long dis- 
stances, whereas hallucinations are seen with as much dis- 
tinctness and reality as if the event were happening a few 
feet away. 

As it appears probable that hallucinations are transmit- 
ted without loss of intensity and are therefore apparently 
free from the limitations imposed on physical phenomena, 
such as the square law, it seems reasonable to have an hy- 
pothesis that they are also transmitted instantly or are not 
subject to the limitations of time. 

It would seem to me that here is something that should 
appeal to the engineering mind, something that offers a 
chance to explore a virgin field and that offers enough dif- 
ficulties to make the inquiry interesting and enough possi- 
bilities for unearthing treasures out of the great unknown 
to make the quest positively fascinating. 

The possibilities of controlling conditions and events by 
thought lies ahead of us. I have no doubt that we are going 
to be able to accomplish this seeming miracle to some extent 
in the not very distant future. 

And as we study the mysteries of the universe and find 
it filled with almost mystical harmonies, from the gyrations 
of the electrons around the atom and the spinning of the 
planets around the sun, to the whirling of billions of suns 
around the center of our galaxy and the whole cosmos ex- 
panding rhythmically into the great unknown; with waves 
of light giving birth to units of matter, and atoms flashing 
out of existence to take the forms of light, with all matter 
reducible to terms of energy, we may pause and wonder if 
our whole cosmos is not just one grand sublime thought of 
a Supreme Entity and hark back to our Bible and recall 
the verse in John—In the beginning was the Word and 
the Word was with God and the Word was God. 

















A Letter from England 


BY DR. NANDOR FODOR 


Research Officer, International Institute for Psychical Research 


London, July 1st 
LEVITATION IN A BLAZE OF SUNSHINE 


In its issue of June 6th, The Illustrated London News published 
the most amazing photographs that ever were taken of a psychic 
demonstration. For the first time objective proof is given to the 
West that the extraordinary powers of Indian Yogis do not rest on 
unsatisfactory testimony. Six of the eleven photographs sent to 
London by Mr. P. T. Plunkett, a tea-planter in Southern India and 
an eye-witness of the performance, show Subbayah Pullavar, the 
Yogi, poised horizontally in mid-air, under the blazing tropical sun, 
with one hand resting on a cloth-draped stick, which formed his only 
visible support. These photographs make psychic history. I shall, 
therefore, quote Mr. Plunkett’s description in full: 

“T had just arrived back at my bungalow after a very hot morning 
out in the Tea Clearings when my bearer handed me a note. It was 
from a friend, Pat Dove, who lives about 1% miles away, and was 
a summons to come quickly to his bungalow and bring my camera 
and all the rolls of film I had. When I arrived he explained that 
we had a chance of photographing the Levitation performance, a 
subject we had been discussing. I had seen this extraordinary act 
twice, but had no pictures of it, and whenever I tried to explain it 
to my friends they were always a trifle sceptical; so here was a 
chance not to be missed. Pat had not seen this phenomenon and he 
also wanted some concrete proof. Whilst we were talking on his 
verandah, we could hear the monotonous roll of the tom-tom, an 
invariable accompaniment of these travelling troupes, so we loaded 
our cameras and went out into the compound. The time was about 
12:30 P.M. and the sun directly above us, so that shadows played 
no part in the performance. The compound was about 80 ft. by 80 ft. 
In the middle of the square four jungle poles had been stuck into 
the ground to support a skeleton roof of branches, and standing 
quietly by was Subbayah Pullavar, the performer, with long hair 
hanging down over his shoulders, a drooping moustache, and a wild 
look in his eye. He salaamed to us and we stood chatting to him 
for a while. He told us that he came from Tinnivelly and that he 
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had been practising this particular branch of Yoga for nearly twenty 
years, thereby following in the footsteps of many past generations 
of his family. We asked his permission to take photographs of the 
performance, and he gave it willingly, thus dispelling any doubt as 
to whether the whole thing was merely a hypnotic illustion. The 
camera always shows up that type of performance. The beating 
of the tom-tom had been heard by coolies working in an adjacent 
field and a hundred or so crept quietly into the compound. Pat 
knew that in return for a free performance they would work over- 
time in the evening, so he allowed them to stay. With several 
gentlemen from a neighboring village, we mustered about 150 wit- 
nesses to watch the performance and eliminate risk of trickery. 
Everything was now ready. Subbayah Pullavar had marked out a 
circle close around the tent under which he was going to levitate by 
pouring water on to the floor of the hot and dusty compound. His 
instructions were that nobody with leather-soled shoes was to go 
inside it. The accompanying pictures tell the story of what hap- 
pened, and I need only mention what steps we took to see that there 
was no illusion. When Subbayah’s assistant told us it was nearly 
time for the tent to be removed, we took up our positions one on 
each side of the covering just outside the ring, and photographed 
every position of the performer and from every angle. When the 
tent had been removed I had a long stick, and from outside the 
circle passed the end of it over and under and around Subbayah’s 
body as he remained suspended in mid-air, and I can vouch for the 
fact that he had no support whatsoever, except for resting one hand 
lightly on top of the cloth-covered stick. He remained horizontal 
in the air for about four minutes. The tent was then put back and 
the sides let down. Pat and I could see, through the thin wall of 
the tent, Subbayah still suspended in the air. After about a minute 
he appeared to sway and then very slowly he began to descend, still 
in a horizontal position. He took about five minutes to move from 
the top of the stick to the ground, a distance of about 3 feet. 
Evidently we were not meant to see this part of the performance, 
or it would have all been done in the open. The performer, whilst 
he is in a state of mental and bodily abstraction, is under a trance or 
stupor and becomes stiff as in the state of rigor mortis. When 
Subbayah was back on the ground his assistants carried him over 
to where we were sitting and asked if we would try to bend his 
limbs. Even with the assistance of three coolies we were unable 
to do so. It was only after Subbayah had been massaged for five 
minutes and had cold water poured over his head and down his 
throat that he returned to normal.” 
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Mr. Plunkett is anxious to add that “the performance is entirely 
physical and cannot be attributed to what is termed ‘supernatural’ 
mysteries of the East.” The reservation does not make much sense 
but no doubt helped to secure the remarkable publicity of the three 
first pages of The Illustrated London News. The question may be 
asked, what is going to be done in view of these striking confirma- 
tions of psychic claims? It will be asked in vain. Nothing is going 
to be done. There is no money in England for the scientific veri- 
fication by duplication of such disturbing phenomena. Mr. Harry 
Price, perhaps, will try to find Subbayah Pullavar with a view of 
bringing him to England, but it is certain that he will find no sup- 
port except on the part of psychical researchers. There is plenty 
of money to send a scientific expedition as far as Japan to photo- 
graph a one-minute eclipse of the sun, but the suggestion that on 
the basis of these astounding photographs a scientific expedition 
should set out to India and see Subbayah Pullavar perform before 
their eyes would be received with scorn and contempt. 


THE STORM ABOUT PHYSICAL PHENOMENA 


The controversy about the sorry state of physical phenomena in 
England which I mentioned in my previous notes is still alive. The 
Londoner of The Two Worlds is hitting, in the issue of June 19th, 
with both fists at the farcical suggestion of diffident mediums that 
psychical researchers should develop their own psychic gifts if they 
want to do research. He “implores all intelligent mediums and 
Spiritualists to awake to their responsibility in curbing this flood- 
tide of mawkish sentiment and credulity before it works still 
greater havoc. At every period of its history Spiritualism has been 
able to point to scientists of the front rank who were endorsing 
its claims. At no time in its history has such endorsement ever 
been more lacking than at present. I ask you to pause and con- 
sider—it is any wonder ?” 

No, it is not. Mr. Ernest Oaten, in the same issue, sidetracks 
the question by going for the Society for Psychical Research, say- 
ing that “many of the members of that body adopted such an atti- 
tude towards mediumship, that mediums became convinced that 
however. great the evidence they produced, the sceptic would always 
find some method of avoiding testimony in their favor. That 
opinion still holds the field, and the scientists are responsible for it.” 

The S.P.R., for some years past, has hardly investigated phy- 
sical phenomena. It is the leaders of Spiritualism who are re- 
sponsible for the present-day evils. They look helplessly on while 
cheap tricksters make Spiritualism their happy hunting ground. 
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That the S.P.R. can be charged with error in its conception of 
the nature of its scientific method, is the view of Professor F. C. S. 
Schiller, who argues that nowadays scientific logicians recognize that 
inductive proof is always cumulative and only yields growing prob- 
abilities. What we should look for is evidence that will gradually 
grow more probable. If the individual cases are rejected as incon- 
clusive as soon as they arise no scientific progress can be made. 

The S.P.R. may not have followed an ideal course in the past 
and may be open to criticism still, but it has done tremendous service 
to the cause of psychic science. It is time that Spiritualists should 
realize this and stop baiting it. 


FATHER THURSTON AND THE TALKING MONGOOSE 


Father Thurston, perhaps the greatest student of Poltergeist phe- 
nomena in this country, has taken up the cudgels in The Month for 
the talking mongoose of Cashen’s Gap. “Let me point out,” he says, 
“that it is by no means necessary to suppose that the intelligence and 
the voice reside in any sense in the mongoose. There is nothing 
to prove that the throat of the little creature is the organ by which 
these articulate sounds, this human language is produced.” He then 
states that there is considerable evidence that the phenomenon of 
direct voice does occur in séances with certain mediums. He con- 
tinues: “Anyhow, if heavy objects can be lifted, projectiles guided 
in their rapid flight, musical instruments played upon, thundering 
blows delivered upon doors or tables, sounds like the crowing of 
cocks, the barking of dogs, the sawing of wood or the whetting of 
scythes, be accurately imitated without any perceptible human agency, 
I can see no great difficulty in supposing that the intelligences re- 
sponsible for these marvels may also be capable of counterfeiting the 
human voice and taking part in any sort of conversation. Moreover, 
if some spirit influence can so guide a medium’s pen that it will 
reproduce the characteristic handwriting and signature of an utter 
stranger, it would seem a comparatively easy matter to control the 
movements of such a little animal as a mongoose and to teach it to 
make itself useful in killing rabbits.” 

The opinion of Father Thurston that the talk of the mongoose is 
a sort of Direct Voice, is supported in Light, June 18th, by Capt. 
Quentin Craufurd. He found it always a weak point in the explana- 
tion of direct voice phenomena that organs have to be built up out 
of ectoplasm in order to reproduce the voice. He points out that it 
is not necessary to produce a larynx in order to obtain a human 
voice. The telephone receive, for instance, is in no sense a larynx, 
and lightning, when it produces a tremendous peal, does not build 
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up for itself either a cannon mouth or an organ tube. He says that 
in his early researches in wireless telephony in 1904, the human 
voice was created by a luminous discharge between two points. The 
operator was at a distance and his voice, acting upon some carbon 
dust, controlled the electrical conditions between the two electrically 
charged points. At the only direct voice séances which he attended, 
there were also produced luminous phenomena which to his mind 
were clearly electrical discharges. “I was able,” he continues, “to 
reproduce exactly similar effects on a much smaller scale in my 
laboratory at home in complete darkness. Under etheric conditions, 
these things can probably be produced more easily than with me, and 
are probably carried out with electrified particles that were recently 
living matter in our own bodies. If this is so, any animal particles 
shot off from a living creature can be put to the same use, so that a 
mongoose might be made use of, just as we can do a great deal with 
the fur of a living cat.” 

Captain Craufurd’s remarks are very suggestive. There is no 
doubt that the ordinary spiritualistic explanation for the direct voice 
is lame and highly unsatisfactory. You can no more talk with an 
ectoplasmic larynx than you can walk with a knee-cap. Nothing less 
than a full materialization is needed to complete the larynx. There 
must be lungs, vocal chords, tongue, palate, cheek-bones, teeth, etc. 
The average spiritualist when he glibly explains the direct voice by 
saying: “Oh, they build an ectoplasmic larynx’”’, does not know what 
he is talking about. Yet why should we blame him when it is the. 
spirits who are amiss? 


SHEFFIELD FINDS NO PROOF OF SURVIVAL 


After nine months of investigation of clairvoyance with half a 
dozen mediums, the Sheffield Society for Psychical Research reports 
that “on no occasion was there an exhibition of mediumship, either 
in the form of clairvoyance or clairaudience, that could be said to be 
of such evidential character as to prove survival. While paying 
tribute to the apparent honesty of the mediums, the group is satisfied 
that they did not prove their powers to be such as to get into contact 
with those who have passed on. The group does not say that medium- 
ship, under certain conditions, and contact with those who have passed 
on is not possible, but is definitely of the opinion that these condi- 
tions are very rare.” 

I know several members of the Sheffield group. They are ex- 
tremely sensible people. And they have no intention to prejudge 
the issue. The report was really not intended for publication in the 
daily press. It was a summary of nine months’ investigation and 
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not meant to be final. It was the finding of the whole group but 
only one of five reports. As regards healing, psychic photography, 
mediumistic developing and telepathy the reports were good. I am 
told by Mr. McCarthy, the Secretary of the Sheffield Society, that 
the committee which brought in the negative report was presided 
over by a high city official who judged the evidence by the same 
standard as it would be judged in court. 

The committee made allowance for the possibility that the sitters 
at the test séances may have been to blame and suggested that 
before further investigation, experiments should be conducted to find 
the right type of sitter. To my mind this is the most interesting point 
in the report. In the clairvoyant demonstrations at the International 
Institute for Psychical Research for the purpose of deciding the 
reality of the phenomenon or otherwise, we have repeatedly found 
that certain sitters who were unknown to the medium were picked 
out for messages more often than chance would indicate. It seemed 
as though the messages more often than not came through the sitter’s 
mind. I do not mean that the medium was mind-reading. I would 
restrict the use of this term to thoughts in the conscious mind. Nor 
that the medium must necessarily be a telepathist only. For the type 
of telepathy which selects characteristic and dramatic incidents from 
long forgotten memories and builds them up into the personality of 
someone dead there is no evidence. The assumption of such a 
faculty is no more justified than the assumption of a discarnate 
entity using the sitter’s mind as a relay to reach the medium. Be- 
tween the two equal possibilities we shall have to judge finally. 
In the meantime I do believe strongly that there exists an unknown 
psychic factor which makes some people good, others bad, sitters. 
Psychologists of the future perhaps will help us to isolate this 
factor and thus we shall learn something very important about psychic 
operations. 


AN ELECTRICAL MAN IN BUDAPEST 


Mr. Karl Rothy, Hungary’s veteran psychical researcher, sends 
me a highly interesting report of an electrical man discovered in 
Budapest. He is Count John Berényi, a sixty-three-year-old writer. 
In Mr. Rothy’s home he was tested on May 26th by medical doctors 
and electrical engineers. He wore linen underwear and ordinary 
leather-soled shoes. Having been searched, he extended his hand in 
the direction of a ship’s compass and in a few minutes he not only 
deviated the needle but drove it completely around. Unknown to 
him a pocket compass was held under his elbow. Its needle showed 
the same deviation at the same time. For the next experiment a 
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large sewing-needle was placed in a thin glass tube. Corked at both 
ends, the tube was placed in a dish filled with water. The glass tube 
followed the hand of Count Berényi. But it never followed the hand 
of any of the experimenters. Following this, Count Berényi took 
in his left hand a small neon lamp and made passes with his right 
hand at a distance of two to five inches. Every time his hand passed 
near the lamp it lighted up. The illumination lasted for ten to 
fifteen seconds and then gradually died out. The same result was 
produced when Count Berényi rubbed a piece of amber on his coat 
and put it near the neon lamp. After the experiments Count Berényi 
felt considerably fatigued. He said that he needed strong concentra- 
tion and volition to bring about good results. 


A TALKING DOG IN GERMANY 


The Leipziger Neueste Nachrichten reports the discovery of a 
talking dog in Bavaria. It is an airdale terrier called Bessie. It 
is six years old and belongs to Frau Rose-Marie Fritz, wife of the 
school-teacher of the little village Breitbrunn on the lake Ammer. 
According to Professor H. Ph. Weitz, the dog talks by barks and by 
striking with her paw. For every decimal she strikes once with the 
right paw. The alphabet is barked out according to an ingenious code 
in which each letter also corresponds to a number. For “yes”, 
Bessie barks once, for “no” twice. The numbers 1-7 also serve to 
distinguish colors. The most frequent colors have the lowest num- 
ber. As Bessie is a village dog green is 1, and as she lives near a 
big lake, blue is 2. Bessie’s examination was begun by the Professor 
in the schoolroom. Frau Fritz wrote on the blackboard 11-742. 
Bessie barked as fast as lightning six times. The Professor smiled 
contemptuously and asked for less complicated problems. Bessie 
solved every addition and extraction instantaneously, and received a 
piece of bread as a reward. The writing lesson was followed by an 
oral one. Mme. Fritz spoke the problems; Bessie solved them with 
remarkable accuracy. This was one: If the Frau buys 15 sausages— 
hearing the word ‘sausages’ Bessie licked her chops—and keeps 5 
for herself, then gives three to Birke (Bessie’s puppy), how many 
will be left for Bessie. Without hesitation she replied 7. 

Professor Weitz then conducted a general intelligence test. He 
asked Bessie how many people were in the room, how many gentle- 
men, how many people wore glasses. Then a child’s picture book 
was placed before her. She was asked to count the number of 
animals and children. She did it with promptness and precision. The 
color test and the watch test to tell the time were also passed with 
honors. Bessie can tell the time to the minute. Professor Weitz is 
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planning a series of experiments to test the possibility of mind- 
reading on the part of the dog. 


HUGE COST OF PROPAGANDA MEETINGS 


The Marylebone Spiritualist Association, the largest Spiritualist 
society in London and perhaps in the whole world, faces a serious 
financial problem. Six years ago it transferred its Sunday meetings 
to the Queen’s Hall which seats 2,500 people. These meetings were 
not estimated to be run with profit. Latterly, however, the silver 
collection fell off considerably. According to Psychic News, the 
loss last year was between £6-700. This is due to both diminished 
attendance and smaller collections per head. Many other societies 
hold Sunday meetings in the London area and the general depression 
accounts for the smaller average contributions. The Marylebone 
Association renewed the lease of the Queen’s Hall for another year. 
But if due support is not forthcoming this will be the last one. 
Which means that Spiritualism would lose an important center of 
propaganda. It is quite possible, however, that Mr. Ernest Hunt, the 
new president, who is a man of exceptional abilities, will find the 
necessary means to enable his society to continue these meetings. 


PASSING OF G. K. CHESTERTON 


The sudden passing of G. K. Chesterton recalls to my mind his 
jokes and jibes about Spiritualism and Spiritualists. In his biog- 
raphy of Browning he ridicules the story that Browning became an 
enemy of Spiritualism because in a sitting with D. D. Home a 
spirit hand placed a wreath of flowers on Mrs. Browning’s head 
and not on his. He says that Browning “did not dislike Spiritualism 
but Spiritualists”. Chesterton disliked both. But as he was an 
ardent Catholic no one took offense or bore him ill will. He was a 
great man and his convictions were respected. 
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*"TWIXT EARTH AND HEAVEN, by Annie Brittain. With a 


Foreword by Sir Oliver Lodge. Rider. 190 pp. 3/6 (In this 
country, $2.00). 


There are never enough books made of the life-stories of mediums. 
These gifted creatures come to take their faculties so much for 
granted that they seem hardly to realize how much we need to know 
of the way in which their powers first showed themselves, how they 
were trained, to what fluctuations they are subject. Nor is this de- 
sire in us mere curiosity. Any particle of information about that 
region which Mrs. Brittain calls “’twixt earth and heaven” is 
precious to us, as sometimes bringing light to bear on our own rare 
experiences, sometimes giving us us the assurance that this realm, 
often so puzzling, has nevertheless true laws of its own, which 
clairvoyant after clairvoyant encounters when once really at home 
there. 

Mediums of Mrs. Brittan’s quality are rare; even rarer are books 
by them. This author’s admirers would, ideally, have asked a more 
detailed account of a medium’s life and development than Mrs. 
Brittain has seen fit to give. But once they have made up their minds 
to accept what she offers without cavil they will find that she offers 
a great deal. These chapters mainly take the form of anecdotal 
material. Even as a child she was clairvoyant, and except for a short 
period at adolescence, her gift has been with her daily. As a mere 
baby she saw those on the Other Side; as a child received warning, 
by apparition, of her grandmother’s approaching death; and as a 
young girl saw the shade of a sceptical uncle before he had been dead 
ten minutes. The later chapters of the book are given up largely 
to reprinting cases of sitters so well satisfied of her supernatural 
gift, so certain that they had been in contact with their beloved rela- 
tives and friends, that they voluntarily went on record to that effect. 
And indeed many of these reprinted cases are among the most impres- 
sive cases of mediumship we have. An especially notable feature 
of Mrs. Brittain’s work is her ability to produce communications of 
sitter of alien nationality, and moreover, to get their difficult names 
with less trouble than most mediums show in getting the simplest 
names. 

The last chapter is short, and given over to physical phenomena. 
Mrs. Brittain is frankly uninterested in these, and lends her help 
to a small circle in her home from sheer good nature and at the urging 
of her husband, who has been her constant counsellor in her life-work. 








260] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


The book will interest Spiritualists and psychic researchers alike, 
since Mrs. Brittain is aware of the necessity for witnesses and 
documentary proof as she is convinced that her gift is given her for 
the consolation and enlightenment of her grief-stricken clients. 


V.S.N. 


WHAT GOD MEANS TO ME, by Upton Sinclair. Farrar and 
Rinehart. $1.00. 140 pp. 


Mr. Sinclair calls his little book “An Attempt at a Working 
Religion”, in his subtitle. This sounds far more tentative than the 
book itself. Mr. Sinclair may not know all that God means to him, 
but—being, as he himself says, “of an inquiring mind”—he has 
managed in the midst of a life busier by far than that of the average 
man to discover many of the things he means when he speaks of 
“God”. 

That he has no orthodox idea of the Godhead goes without saying, 
but the average heretic or the atheist would find no comfort in 
Upton Sinclair. By way of showing not only what God means to 
him, but why he means it, the author tells many stories of the work- 
ing of transcendental forces in his life: he tells how he has been 
strengthened, healed, comforted, sustained and rested by a Power 
greater than himself. He tells how he approaches his “God” in 
expectation and in prayer. He challenges the materialist again and 
again, as well as the orthodox preacher, the man of medicine and 
the man in the street. 

Psychical researchers will be most interested in the latter half of 
the book, from a chapter called “Space and the Soul” to the con- 
clusion. Here Mr. Sinclair sets down some of the experiences of 
himself and Mrs. Sinclair; not only those told so well in his earlier 
volume, Mental Radio, but other anecdotes and experiences as well, 
including more than one psychic cure. He goes on to tell of “fire- 
walks” and séances, of Dr. Rhine’s experiments and Dr. Morton 
Prince’s “Miss Beauchamp”, and in doing so has compiled a book 
full of challenging material to confound the sceptic. 

The reader may or may not agree with Mr. Sinclair to call the 
force which is in operation in many of these instances of super- 
normal occurrence by the name of “God”, but that this is a docu- 
ment which will help the cause of Psychical Research there can be 
very little doubt. P.M.L. 


INDIA MOSAIC, by Mark Channing. Lippincott. $2.75. 316 pp. 


More than a quarter of a century ago, Mark Channing went to 
India. He had just come through the Boer War, he was at loose 
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ends for a career, and he was in love with a young girl who was 
dying in Switzerland. 

The girl had been born in India and loved the country. That 
was the reason for Mr. Channing’s joining the British Army there. 
It was not enough to make him enthusiastic about either India or 
Indians. He himself looks back astonished now at the doggedness 
with which he disliked, distrusted and rejected everything in India: 
he would not allow them one virtue or be taught by them in the 
simplest relations. For years he lived in this state, he upheld “what 
the Indians call ‘White Monkey’ conduct”—the snobbery, insolence 
and blindness of the conquering race. 

Then little by little his attitude began to change. He had been 
warned against having any traffic with “the Uncanny”, but a certain 
amount of uncanniness was not easy to evade. For one thing, he 
saw a ghost; for another, he interrupted a ceremony and his horse 
became mysteriously ill shortly after; most convincing of all his 
stories, his house-mate, who treated a grave contemptuously, was 
“haunted” in a way which nearly crazed him with terror. 

He had found the Indians contemptible ; he came to think of them 


as patient and intelligent. He had known nothing of their literature 


or religion, and he was educated in it almost in spite of himself. 
At last he met a Guru, a spiritual teacher, for whom his admiration 
can literally find no words. 

The book is interesting as any book about a strange country written 
by one who came to love it is likely to be, but to those who are 
interested in Oriental religions and the occult it will have a special 
appeal. There is little about the Guru and Yoga in the volume, but 
that little is worth reading. Those who enjoyed The Lives of a 
Bengal Lancer will find this almost a companion book. 


THE MAKER OF HEAVENLY TROUSERS, by Daniele Varé. 
Doubleday, Doran. $2.00. 301 pp. 


This charming book lies somewhere on the border-line between 
autobiography and fiction; it is offered as a novel pure and simple, 
and perhaps it is best read in that light. It is the story of a young 
white girl in Peking, and the cast of ‘characters includes coolies and 
Russian refugees, communists and Tibetan lamas, world-cruisers and 
the “I” who tells the story—who, if he is truly Signor Varé, only 
recently resigned from the Italian Diplomatic service after years in 
Vienna, Geneva, Copenhagen, Luxembourg and, of course, Peking. 
The story he has to tell has a strong element of the occult—the 
slight plot, indeed, turns on the hypnotic influence of a Mongol 
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abbot upon a young American. Signor Varé manages to make it 
sound very possible indeed, and the rescue of the young heroine 
from a sinister situation is genuinely moving. 


THE UNDYING MONSTER, by Jessie Douglas Kerruish. Mac- 
millan. $2.00. 256 pp. 


This mystery story of the supernatural will be a holiday to those 
interested in psychic research. It is only fair that readers should 
be warned that the dose of horror is a considerable one, and that 
squeamish clients should not undertake to read themselves to sleep 
on it. But if one is able to stand a sound infusion of the uncanny 
into a good love story, and enjoys, occasionally, a book which 
treats of the supernormal as constantly occurring, this novel will 
be most welcome. The main woman character is a sort of psychic 
consultant, called in to rid houses of ghosts, settle poltergeists and 
generally keep the borderland “langleggit beasties” in hand. Mem- 
bers of societies for psychical research will be amused, perhaps, to 
find the author treating their societies somewhat as though one of 
the main reasons for them were their usefulness in performing 
exorcisms, but, on the other hand, she shows such a genuine breadth 
of sympathy with the supernormal, so much erudition in occult 
matters, that this high-handedness is easily overlooked. 

More cannot be said, for a sentence too much would give away 
_ the point of an excellent mystery. 

















Survey and Comment 


PAT MARQUIS 


Considerable interest has been aroused in psychical circles by 
reports of a youthful clairvoyant named Pat Marquis, a twelve-year- 
old California boy whose strange powers have been under observation 
for several months. At the moment of writing the best account 
available is that of the well-known journalist, Miss Alma Whitaker, 
writing in the Los Angeles Times of May 3: 

“Pat Marquis, a thoroughly normal boy 12 years of age, has what 
doctors for the present term super-normal sight and, moreover, 
while heavily blindfolded, seems to have remarkable psychic powers. 

“For this reason 150 doctors met at the Hollywood Hospital, 
where the youngster gave them an extraordinary demonstration. 
Dr. Cecil Reynolds, F.R.C.S., presented the boy to the assembled 
physicians and Dr. William Daniel presided. 

“Three eye specialists—Dr. A. G. Hovde, Dr. Henry S. Nesburn 
and Dr. Lloyd Burrows—superintended the blindfolding. Dark 
goggles encased in adhesive tape were placed over his eyes and three 
layers of adhesive tape were added, clear down to the boy’s lips. 
On top of this was a thick bandage. 

“The boy went into a mild form of trance. He then duplicated 
gestures made by the various doctors, who would put up three, two 
or all five fingers, fold their arms, hold their hands above their 
heads and so on. 

“Asked questions, he either replied verbally or wrote answers. 
Dr. Armen Fareed, a Persian physician, received his reply written in 
Persian, although the boy has no knowledge of that language. 

“Because of the demonstrations of eye-covered sight young Pat 
has given before small private groups, Hamlin Garland, whose latest 
book is “Forty Years of Psychic Research,” has had more than 
forty séances with the boy. 

“He can walk anywhere without stumbling in strange places. He 
outlines portraits with a pencil exactly and, on one occasion, drew a 
remarkably good portrait of his own mother while blindfolded. 

“The doctors put the boy to every test imaginable. With an 
ouija board, which was twisted around and placed in odd positions, 
he unfailingly indicated every letter and number upon it correctly. 

“Thus blindfolded, he deciphered the most minute lettering on a 
small gold watch fob belonging to Robin Watson, Canadian author. 
He could accurately describe anything suggested. He can fetch a 
given book from a remote shelf and open it at a page indicated. 
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“While in the trance he is supposed to be an ancient Persian, 
Napeji, and in this guise gives certain predictions, which have proved 
uncannily accurate. 

“Pat is the son of Mrs. Vivian Marquis and a pupil at the John 
Burroughs Junior High School. At present the doctors prefer to 
designate his unusual powers as ‘super-normal sight and cognition,’ 
while reserving judgment on his psychic ability. 

“Dr. Reynolds said the boy, in a trance, told him that conscious- 
ness is. seated in the mid-brain, between the colliculi, and that he 
usually employs the left optic thalamus in his demonstrations of 
sightless vision. 

“Napeji, the doctor said, also told him that he was a Persian who 
emigrated to the Himalayas in the year 1080. 

“ “How he could know anatomy and modern medical terms is beyond 
me,’ said Dr. Reynolds. ‘Certainly the boy knows nothing of them.’ ” 

We have received a letter from Mr. Hamlin Garland—who has 
been a Trustee and investigator of this Society—vouching for the 
essential reliability of Miss Whitaker’s narrative. His own sittings 
with Pat Marquis were fewer than the news-story states, but were 
sufficient, in number and in test conditions, to convince him of the 
genuineness of the boy’s powers. It is to be hoped that a more cir- 
cumstantial description of some of the boy’s work will be published. 


AN EXPERIMENT WITH “TIME” 


Time, the weekly news-magazine, published the following story in 
its issue of June 8, under its Science rubric with the caption Dreams 
Come True?: 

“One night last week on the Island of Hawaii, a Territorial 
Forester named Leslie W. Bryan had a vivid dream. In it he saw a 
dirty, ragged, wretched soldier at a certain lonely spot on the slopes 
of Mauna Loa. Before daylight Forester Bryan was on his way to 
that spot. He knew that for a week an alarm had been out for 
Private Edward Deal, missing from an Army rest camp. Sure 
enough, at the spot he had seen in his dream, Forester Bryan found 
dirty, ragged, wretched Private Deal, saved his life.” 

We are endeavoring to secure further details of the incident, 
which from the published account would seem to be a good case of 
veridical dream of a possibly clairvoyant but more likely telepathic 
nature. That is to say, the forester’s dream-vision probably origi- 
nated in the mind of the lost soldier, conforming to the well- 
recognized type of telepathic hallucination emanating from a person 
in distress or grave peril. The most interesting aspect of the incident, 
so considered, would lie in the fact that the telepathic impulse did 
not reach, as is usually the case, a relative or close friend of the 
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“agent”, but a total stranger who was nevertheless, in his capacity 
as forester, one of the few persons in a position to rescue him. 
There have been similar incidents reported, but they are far rarer 
than those in which news is telepathically brought to a close connec- 
tion of the endangered person. 


However, full classification of the incident will have to await the 
complete details, if they can be obtained. The interest of the moment 
lies in the rather weird commentary which Time appends to its 
narrative. It begins as follows: 


“One theory about such prophetic dreams, which make frequent 
news-stories, is that they are simple-minded fables. Quite different 
is the elaborate, long-pondered theory of John William Dunne, 
British soldier, engineer, sportsman and aeronautical inventor. (An 
Experiment With Time. Macmillan. 1927.)” 


It is always desirable to have the interesting work of J. W. Dunne 
thus brought to the attention of the reading public: more experiments 
with dreams along his lines might bear rich fruit for psychical re- 
search. But the puzzle is, what led Time’s commentator to think 
that the Hawaiian incident was prophetic? The story as reported 
contains not the least prophetic element. The forester dreamt of 
a man in a certain spot: went there the next day, and found him. 
It is altogether unlikely—both from the knowledge we have of such 
cases, and from the absence of any indication in the story of what 
would have struck everyone as especially extraordinary—that the 
dream placed the lost soldier on Mauna Loa before he got there. 

The Time writer, however, discusses the episode entirely in 
terms of prophecy, and proceeds with most of a column of exposition 
of the Dunne experiments in dream precognition. Some slight 
justification of this might be found in the incident he quotes from 
Dunne, of his.dreaming that his watch had stopped at a certain 
time, and waking to find that it had indeed stopped at that time. 
This of course was not at all an example of prophecy, and doubtless 
was not presented by Dunne as such: it was either clairvoyant, or 
possibly to be ascribed merely to the “time-sense” acted upon by 
the watch’s ceasing to tick—if not, indeed, to pure coincidence. In 
any case, it is very different from the bulk of Dunne’s experiences 
—a number of which are quoted in the article—which in turn are very 
different from the Hawaiian incident with which Time links them. 


However, it is not only in psychical research that Time’s science 
specialist seems to be imperfectly versed. Of J. W. Dunne’s attempt 
to find a cosmological theory in which to fit precognition he writes : 
“He adopted the deterministic universe cherished by many a philos- 
opher and scientist from Plato to Einstein.” Einstein, perhaps: but 
it is surprising to hear Plato called a determinist. 
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A MOTHER’S APPEAL 


A touching story is told in the June issue of La Revue Spirite, of a 
mother’s search for her son whom she thinks, on psychic evidence, 
to be still alive but with his memory lost. The young man, Noél- 
Maurice Viaud, fell in battle in the Belgian Ardennes on August 22, 
1914, the day of the retreat from Charleroi. That same evening his 
father, a professor in the Lycée at Bordeaux, saw a vision of him 
with a wound in the left side of his head. The father assumed that 
the vision betokened the boy’s death, and indeed the story was printed 
in the Revue des Sciences Psychiques (March 1916) as a case of 
telepathic hallucination from the dying. The mother, however, in- 
sisted that the boy was only wounded, and in a coma. She continued 
to wait for him. 

At the end 1916 the mother was told by a medium that her son 
was still alive and in a German prison camp. The medium described 
the boy in accurate detail, and supplied one rather striking point 
about a watch which she said he carried, a stem-winding watch which 
had lost its ring: “He has braided a piece of string and fastened 
it below the head of the stem.” A few months later Mr. Viaud 
visited the clairvoyant, and was told the same story: that the boy 
was in a German prison, and that he carried a watch with a braided 
string fastened to the stem. The clairvoyant added that his comrades 
teased him about his peculiar watch-chain. 

After the armistice another soldier from Bordeaux, who had been 
at the front with young Viaud, visited the boy’s family and talked 
a great deal of his absent friend. At one point he remarked: “He 
was a funny one! He braided a string to make a chain for his watch. 
I used to make a lot of fun of him about his chain.” 

The coincidence of this detail, unknown to the parents but later 
confirmed by an army companion, being related by a medium, gave 
the young man’s family reason to believe that he had not, in fact, 
died in the first days of the war, but might still be living. Mediums 
who have been consulted more recently are reported to have said 
he is living today in a foreign country under another name, having 
lost all memory of his identity because of the wound in his head. 

The boy’s mother has requested that this story be printed widely 
in newspapers, and especially in psychic journals, in the hope that 
it may fall under the eyes of the vanished man or of someone who 
knows a person with such a history and will end her twenty-two 
years of tragic suspense by writing to the Revue Spirite (8, Rue 
Copernic, Paris, XVIe). Maurice Viaud was a handsome young man, 
five feet seven inches tall, blue eyes, light hair, his face rather long, 
very well-formed teeth. His personality was magnetic, and he had 
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been well educated, knowing Latin, Greek and English besides his 
mother-tongue. 


A TRIBUTE TO MIRABELLI 


The same issue of the Revue Spirite contains a striking tribute 
to the famous Brazilian medium Carlos Mirabelli, whose case has 
caused widespread discussion for a number of years but still remains 
rather enigmatic in spite of impressive narratives by competent and 
even distinguished observers. Readers of the Journal have been made 
familiar with Mirabelli’s work by Mr. Eric Dingwall’s summary of 
the published evidence in the July, 1930, issue, and by Miss May 
Walker’s report of her own observations in March, 1934. The 
most recent report on Mirabelli in English is that of Mr. Theodore 
Besterman in the Journal of the S.P.R. for December of last year. 

The Revue Spirite takes this new place piece of testimony from 
the Sao Paulo (Brazil) paper Vanitas, which devoted several pages 
of its March issue to Mirabelli, apropos of the Brazilian Psychical 
Institute’s celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of his medium- 
ship. The author is a Catholic Priest, Father José Maria de Castro. 
His words cast a favorable light on both Mirabelli’s phenomena and 
his character ; besides revealing an attitude toward psychic phenomena 
not very frequently found among the Catholic priesthood: 

“T have always met with the best reports concerning Professor 
Mirabelli. When I was Professor in the Seminary and in the Lycée 
of Bello Horizonie, my good friend, Father Antoine Cerbella, 
Mirabelli’s uncle, was vicar of Vespasiano, a town quite near this 
capital. He told me such extraordinary facts about the distinguished 
Professor that I became very eager to make his acquaintance. 

“Having just missed doing so on several occasions, I met him at 
last in Rio, and, I say it in all seriousness, at my first encounter with 
him I was struck with amazement. He told me so many things about 
my past, going back to my relatives and ancestors, and about my 
present, that I was convinced I was face to face with an extraordinary 
man, a man of God, reminding me of the Saints of the Church whose 
noble lives bring us so many revelations; priests of the Church like 
the unforgettable Monseigneur Horta (of Marianna) who received 
sO many, many revelations from the Beyond for the spiritual good 
of souls. And I asked myself why the revelations of Mirabelli were 
not considered by the Church, the Mistress of Truth, as emanating 
from Heaven, just as those other revelations were. And I concluded: 
I am a Catholic, Roman and Apostolic priest; I have made and will 
make again, as many times as may be necessary, the profession of 
faith and the abjuration of those errors condemned by Holy Church, 
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but I shall not cease to believe that God has granted Mirabelli a 
power, a faculty, as He has to so many others. And it would even 
please me to have the heads of the Brazilian Church name a com- 
mittee composed of members of high intellectual standing, such as 
Father Joao Gualberto of Amaral, Father José Procopio of Magal- 
haes, and others of the intellectual quality and the integrity of con- 
science which the School of the Holy Cathedral brings forth, such as 
Don Silverio Gomes Pimenta was, to study the character and the 
phenomena of Professor Mirabelli. I await the verdict of such 
investigators without fear. 

“This has nothing to do with Spiritualism. There are natural 
phenomena, in full accord with what moral theology admits. I have 
seen persons who have travelled from Europe with the sole aim of 
seeing and hearing Professor Mirabelli, and they have gone away 
astonished! The case is even more worth consideration since 
Mirabelli is a Christian. He believes and confesses the divinity of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. Over his desk there is a crucifix which he 
cherishes, and he is right. He asks Christ’s help and renders Him 
thanks for help in aiding those dear to him. All this indicates that 
Mirabelli is a religious man, and that the Brazilian religious authori- 
ties should not feel able to condemn him without examination. And 
knowing him, they could not help admiring him. But the opposite 
is possible, that he may be condemned here with no further ado, 
without even the “delicacy” which the Holy See showed in handling 
the revelations, etcetera, of Therése Neumann, of Father Pio, of 
Elcina .... A member of the priesthood, a Doctor of Rome, told 
me the following only a little while ago: 

““We were in the auditorium of the Gregorian University, at 
Rome. Father Vidal, Professor of canon law, speaking of the Bra- 
zilian bishops, said “‘In Brazil, all the bishops are popes: they do as 
they like, pass on all questions without hearing all the evidence, 
without following the principles of justice, without consulting the 
Holy See.”’ 

“Such being the case, anything is possible. But the Truth is that 
Mirabelli is an admirable man! It should not be possible to condemn 
him without first studying his powers. As long as the Catholic, 
Apostolic and Roman Church has not proved that the phenomena of 
Mirabelli are contrary to its laws, I shall hold that they are extraordi- 
nary, and seem to come from Heaven. May God protect Mirabelli 
for the good of humanity.” 





